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two kinds, fire ordeal and water ordeal The
former was confined to persons of high rank;
the latter, to the common people.
The person who underwent fire ordeal
either took in his hand a piece of red-hot iron
or walked with bare feet and blindfolded over
glowing coals or over nine red-hot plow-
shares, laid lengthwise at unequal distances.
If he escaped unhurt, he was adjudged inno-
cent, otherwise he was condemned as guilty.
One who underwent ordeal by water was
either forced to plunge his bare arm to the
elbow in boiling water, or was tied and
thrown into a pond or river. If he sank he
was adjudged innocent. Trials by ordeal
were suppressed in the thirteenth century in
Europe; certain forms of trial by ordeal are
still found in India and among some African
tribes.
ORDER, a term used in botany and zo-
ology with respect to classification. An or-
der is a group of families having a common
resemblance, while the family is a group of
genera (plural of genus). A distinction be-
tween order and family is not always ob-
served, as in some systems of classification
the terms have the same meaning. See
genus; family.
ORDER OF THE BATH, an order of
knighthood in England, the oldest on record
in that country. Its date of establishment is
unknown, but there is an account of its be-
stowal by Henry I on Geoffrey of Anjou
in 1127. At that time anyone who received
the honor was expected to bathe, in token
of the purity of life demanded of knights;
hence the name. The organization declined
in the course of time, but after a century of
obscurity it was revived by King George I
in 1725. The order was a military one until
1847, since when it has been conferred on
writers, scientists and artists, as well as
on warriors. There are three classes of
knights: Knights Grand Cross of the Bath
(G. C. B.), Knights Commanders (K. C. B,)
and Companions (C. B,). Recipients of the
last named bear no title; the others use the
prefix "Sir."
ORDER OP THE G-ARTER, or ORDER
OF SAINT GEORGE, the highest order of
chivalry in Great Britain, was established by
King Edward III in 1349. The membership
is very select and was originally restricted
to the sovereign and twenty-five knights. In
1831 the order was reorganized and the mem-
extended to include the Prince of
 Wales and such descendants of George I and
foreign sovereigns as might be chosen. It
now includes about sixty members. The em-
blem is a dark blue ribbon, edged with gold
and bearing the motto Honi soit qui mal y
pense (Shame to him who evil thinks) in gold
letters. It is worn on the left leg just below
the knee. The monarch of England is the
Grand Master.
ORDERS, religious. See monachism;
benedictines; dominicans; francis of
assist.
ORDERS IN COUNCIL, a term applied to
decrees issued by the British sovereign, with
the advice of the Privy Council. During the
Napoleonic wars England used the Order in
Council as a commercial weapon against Na-
poleon, to offset his decree blockading the
British Isles. In 1914, after the outbreak
of the World War, a British Order in Council
was issued proclaiming the North Sea a war
zone. Subsequently the British blockade
was greatly extended, and Germany retaliated
with unrestricted submarine warfare.
Related Articles. Consult the following
titles for additional information:
Milan Decree
War of 1812
World War
Blockade
Continental System
Embargo
ORDINANCE OF 1787, a statute adopted
by Congress, July 13,1787, providing a plan
of government for the territory northwest of
the Ohio River, known as Northwest Terri-
tory. The government was placed tempora-
rily in the hands of a governor, a secretary
and three judges, who might apply to the ter-
ritory any law then in force in any of the
thirteen states. The legislature was to be or-
ganized as soon as there were 5,000 free males
of "full age" in the district. The ordinance
also included six other articles, which con-
stituted its distinctive feature. They granted
religious freedom, guaranteed the benefit of
the writ of habaes corpus, trial by jury and
proportionate representation in the legisla-
ture, emphasized the necessity for education,
forbade slavery and declared that the ter-
ritory should always remain a part of the
United States. The ordinance has been called
the "greatest and most important legislative
act in American, history." See northwest
territory.
ORDNANCE.   See cakkok; artillery.
ORDOVICIAN, or do wfc'on, PERIOD, a
period of geologic time, the second oldest of
the Paleozoic Era (which see). The rocks of,
the period include the formations just below,

